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KOREA IS "SACRED FRIENCGHIP" WITH TEE USSR 

27 0 d- 

Soviet-Korean Friendship Week, or iginal ly  eqheduled f o r  10 t o  17 October but 
ac tua l ly  celebrated 13 t o  21 October, continues t o  be exploited by both Moscow 
and Pyonpyang a s  a n  occasion on which t o  describe in  glowing terms the  f r u i t -  
fulnese of Soviet-Korean re la t ions .  
f a r  outdoes Moscow i n  spe l l ing  out the advantages North Korea has received 
f r G m  Soviet friendship--especially a s  t h a t  f r iendship has bee2 nanifested in 
technical,  indus t r ia l ,  soc ia l ,  and cu l tura l  guidance. The week-long celebra- 
t i o n  included such typ ica l  events a s  a r a l l y  a t  Pyongyang's A r t  Theater on 13 
Ootober--at which Ambassador Shtikov delivered an  address i n  Russian--the 

A s  was t rue  l a s t  week, Radio Pyongyang , 
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a r r i v a l  on 21 October of a Soviet  cu l tu ra l  delegation, a n  extensive s e r i e s  of 
l ec tu re s  from Radio Pyongyang, and a wreath dedication ceremony on 22 October 
a t  which North Koreara a l legedly "gave hearty thanks and respect  t o  the  Soviet  
troops which l i be ra t ed  Korea frcm nearly half  a century of the vicioua 
Japanese imper ia l i s t  yoke. If 

, Although Pyongyang's conmentators devoted primary a t t e n t i o n  t o  the Friendship 
Week pro jec ts  they a l s o  took time t o  cas t iga te  the U.N., t he  U,S,, and 
Synwan Ehee for t h e i r  sundry e f f o r t s  t o  prevent peace and uni ty  in Korea, 
In  fur therance of Moscow-originated propaganda canpa igns , Pyonmang lauds t h e  
October Revolution f o r  the insp i ra t ion  and opportunity it offered the  world 
and discusses the Soviet  use of the  veto a s  being intended so le ly  t o  br ing 
peace t o  the U.N. and the  world. Soviet  proposals regarding atomic weapons 
a r e  mentioned i n  t h i s  frame of reference,  a s  a r e  Vishinsky's peace t r e a t y  pro- 
posals, and Soviet  opposit ion t o  t h e  Balkan and Korean ccmiss ions .  
Korean, 18 and 2 1  October 1949) 

, 

( i n  

a ,  Friendship Week: From the  t i t l e s  of the  comentar ies  alone it is possible  
t o  indicate  Bhe t enor  of Pyongyang's brcadcaets during the  week of good w i l l .  
These included "The Soviet  Union Is the  Bulwark of World Peace" (21 October), 
"The Soviet  S o c i a l i s t  Culture Is t he  Moat Advanced Culture i n  the  World" 
(21 October) , "Contributions of Soviet  Engineers t o  the Development of our 
National Industries" (19 October), "Soviet Sciences Are the  Highest of 
HuEanity" (22 Oatober), "Living Standards of t he  Soviet  laboring People Are 
Rising" (21 October), "The True Aid of the Soviet Union Extended t o  the  Korean 
People i n  t h e i r  Struggle  f o r  Attainment of Unification and Independence f o r  t he  
Fatherland and Cemocratic Development" (18 October), e tc .  
broadcaets review the  USSRrs contr ibut ion t o  North Korea's progress and 
prosperi ty  i n  general  terms. 
example, r ecap i tu l a t e s  t he  ideological advantages of Soviet  science, e.g. , it 
serves the people and peace,' it is closely connected with the  r a t i o n ' s  
econcmy. This comentary on science departs from gene ra l i t i e s  only t o  the  
extent  t h a t  it acknowledges t h a t  Soviet s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  teaching a t  Korean 
un ive r s i t i e s .  
devoting severa l  paregraphs t o  the contrast  between Soviet  and American 
a t t i t u d e s  toward Korea; t h e  U,S, is s a i d  t o  be concerned only t o  explo i t  Korea 
f o r  its own m i l i t a r y  and economic gaina. 

These various 

The brcadcast  concerned with Soviet  science,  far  

In general  these comentar ies  adhere t o  the  s tereotype i n  

I 

Writer Lee Tae Jun takes  a n  overa l l  look a t  American, Soviet ,  and Korean 
cu l tu re  i n  a commentary broadcast by Pyongyang on 20 October, He f inds  t h a t  
Korean cul ture- in  t h e  North, preswably--has not progressed a s  nuch a s  
possible  8 ince the  l i b e r a t i o n  because "the feudaJ customs of severa l  thousand 
years  and the baneful influences of JaFanese imperialism.. . were not B O  e a s i l y  
eradicated,  'I 
t r a i t o r s  and anti-popular" as  a n  "inevitable consequence" of the Ancerican 

In South Korea , he declares,  "writers and a r t i s t s ' '  a r e  !'also 
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occuration; "our southern ..a f has gone under a s  a colony of drugged cul ture ,  
including cation-exterminating cosmopolitanism, hate,  exclus ionism, provo- 
ca t ion  c f  war, degeneration, and nonsense. 'I 

"In South Korea only mercersry wri ters  and a r t i s t s  a r e  carrying the day, 
arguing about un rea l i s t i c  ronance, pretending tha t  it ia  nat ional  
cul ture  t o  beautify feudal dynasty and t h a t  it is patr iot ism t o  provoke 
internecine s t r i f e ,  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t s  have nothing t o  do with 
p o l i t i c s ,  l e t  a1or.e encouraging the burning pa t r io t i sE  f o r  the Fatherland. 
On the other hand, conscientious wri ters  and a r t i s t e  of the democratic 
camp a re  a r res ted ,  imprisoned, purged and even sentenced t o  death. I' 

Soviet  cul ture ,  on the other hand 'hake8 no compromise in f igh t ing  decay and 
putrefaoticn"; " a l l  the cul ture  developed i n  the Soviet  Union.. , is forward 
cul ture  f o r  a l l  ra t ions  of the world near and f a r .  I t  Referring t o  various 
Soviet  playa and novels by mne the  speaker outlines the ideological lessons 
which nay be gleaned frcm them, He also quotes S t a l i n  a s  pointing out the  
peculiar charac te r i s t ics  of individual cul tures  and contrasts  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  of 
tolerance with t h a t  of America and Britain,  which, through cosmopolitanism 
and the  North At lan t ic  Pact, wish t o  "Arcericanize" a l l  other cultures.  He 
closes h io  address with a n  appeal f o r  haste i n  "absorbing" Soviet cul ture:  

\ .  

"Any nation which absorbs the Soviet cul ture  one day e a r l i e r  w i l l  be 
able  t c l  rrake its own culture t h a t  much more excellent and develop it t h a t  
much more, Again, any cat ion which absorbs one more point of the Soviet 
cu l tyre  w i l l  enrich its cwn cul ture  by t h a t  much. The more one knows 
and undprstands the Soviet  cul ture  the stronger is hie  might t o  f i g h t  
r eac t  ioLary cu l ture ,  

"In order t o  (enhance the fightil?g might of )  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t s  and 
consolidate the foundation of our  nat ional  cul ture  a t  a time when we face  
the h io to r i c  great  t a sk  cf unifyira  our Fatherland, the wr i te rs  and 
a r t i s t s  of our Republic must  first and second study and absorb campletely 
the  Soviet  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t s .  I' 

. 

MOBCOW, although devoting f a r  l e s s  rad io  time t o  the  good w i l l  week, s t i c k s  
a s  c losely t o  the  stereotype a s  aces ?ycnaang. Monitored comentar ies  a r e  
e n t i t l e d  "In Regard t o  the 10-Cay Soviet Culture and the Korean-Soviet 
Friendship-Promot ing Crive" (23 October) , "Sacred Friendship with the Soviet  
Union Is a Guarantee of the Korean People's Freedom and Independence" (21 
October), and "The Great Power of the Soviet Peoplere Friendship" (22 October), 
The " b r i l l i a n t  succmses" of the Korean people a r e  outlined i n  these t a l k s  
and frequent reference is Eade t o  the increasing s t rength of Soviet-Korean 
fr iendship and t o  Soviet  recognition of the Korean regime ard r e l a t ed  develop- 
menta, And, in a Korean-language cowentary of 24 October, Moscow quotes the  



a r;he Lee Ta 
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WEEKLY SUZVEY 
27 OCTOBER 1949 

Jun a s  pointing out t h a t  Soviet l i t e r  tu re  is very popular in 
North Korea. 
t h a t  Soviet  cu l ture  has r ea l i zed  g r e a t  sucoesaes with Soviet  a id ,  and t h a t  
Korean-Sovie t ' f r iendshlp is being o ocs o l  ida ted.  

Mosoow adds t h a t  Soviet  wr i te rs  a r e  in te res ted  i n  Korean a f f a i r s ,  

. 


